
   

 

Big Leaf Maple 

Sun to Partial shade 

One of the most well known of our native trees, Big Leaf 
Maple occurs from Alaska to southern California A fast 
growing 40-50’shade tree (as much as 10’per year!), it is found 
growing in nature where there is at least some access to 
water and should be planted accordingly for best 
performance. The plus-sized leaves cast a unique, soft shade 
over the landscape, and with the onset of the clear yellow 
fall color, the whole landscape below becomes as if washed 
in gold.  As so many of our natives do, it provides both food 
for birds in the form of winged seeds that hang ripe in 
generous clusters, and food for pollinators when the 
blossoms emerge with the leaves in spring. A wonderful tree!  

USDA Zones 5-9 

Acer macrophyllum 


