
Partial shade Zones 5-9 

Asimina triloba 
Paw Paw

Though tropi cal   in appearance, the Paw Paw is native to North 
America, its natural range extending north to southern 
Michigan.  The huge foliage reaches up to 12” in length and 
adds a distinct look to the garden. The edible fruit, not found 
in grocery stores since it does not ship well, is described by 
some as a cross between an avocado, a mango, and a pear, 
and by others as tasting like banana custard. Plant as an 
understory tree in moist, organic soil, and shelter young 
trees from drying winds and direct sunlight. For fruit 
production, you’ll need at least two. Spraying fish emulsion 
at bloom time may help attract its unique, carrion eating pollinators. Suckering 
trees reach 15-20 feet tall and wide. Something different for your food forest!
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