
Incense Cedar 
 

Calocedrus decurrens 

Sun to part Shade Zones 5-8 

One of our most ubiquitous native trees, Incense Cedar occurs 
throughout California and much of the west. Highly adaptable, it 
tolerates extremes of drought, heat, and cold, and can be grown 
on virtually any soil type. The thick bark on mature specimens 
protects the tree from both insect attack and fire. The rot 
resistant wood is used for its ability to stand up to the elements, 
and famously, in pencils, making its pleasant scent instantly 
recognizable to anyone who has ever sharpened one! Its botanical 
name, Calocedrus, stems from Greek for “beautiful cedar”, and 
although it is not actually a true cedar., it  is certainly beautiful. 
Handsome even in its youth, the incense Cedar will eventually 
reach heights of around 90’, though its slow to moderate rate of 
growth will see that it remains a manageable size for some time. 


