
   

Ceanothus gloriosus‘Anchor Bay’ 
 

Anchor Bay California Lilac 

Sun to light shade USDA Zones 7-10 

This California Native sister of ‘Emily Brown’shares 
her deer resistance, an area in which not all ceanothus 
are created equal.  It forms a dense, weed 
suppressing  mound of 1” evergreen leaves, eventually 
building up to a height of 3 ½’ or so and spreading as 
much as 10’. Its springtime bloom of blue cotton balls 
provide a nectar source for both bees and butterflies.  
Despite its coastal origins, Anchor Bay is quite 
tolerant of inland conditions, where it accepts clay, 
nutrient-poor soil, heat, and drought. Like all members 
of the ceanothus tribe, it is a nitrogen fixer. Great for 
holding banks in dry areas. 


