
Since when is something so delicate in appearance so darn 
tough? Whirling Butterflies, or often know as simply “Gaura”  
(from the Greek word “gauros”, meaning “superb”) is a tap 
rooted perennial that shoots many, many white flushed pink 
blossoms over its head where they seem to hover suspended in 
thin air on their wiry stems. Animated with the least of 
breezes, it brings vivaciousness to all manner of borders. This 
South Western native plant is both drought tolerant and long 
blooming, two things that don’t always occur together. Left 
to its own devices, it can get pretty large, around 3’ tall and 
wide, but can be held to a smaller size by trimming it back in 
early spring to about ½ its size. Attractive to pollinators! 
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