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Found in moist places throughout the Western U. S. and Canada, Blue 
Flag is a 1-2’high winter deciduous iris that spreads via rhizomes, often 
forming large, deer resistant patches in meadows and along stream 
banks. This variable and adaptable California Native species is found at 
mid to high elevations, and in places, extends its range all the way to 
sea level. The blossoms, which appear spring to summer, are somewhat 
variable as well, and can be a deep to pale blue, but are always 
graceful. The quickly spreading rhizomes contribute to erosion control 
in moist to wet areas, and can be divided every few years to increase 
plantings. Despite its clear preference for moist soil, Western Blue 
Flag can tolerate seasonal dryness, and will go dormant to cope with 
dry conditions. Cut back spent foliage yearly to keep tidy. 
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