
Dusky Penstemon 
 

Penstemon Whippleanus 

Light to partial shade Zones 3-10 

Love penstemon but don’t have much sun? This little known 
western native wildflower with blossoms in a haunting shade 
of deepest maroon generally occurs in partially shaded 
areas. Loving life where there is access to seasonal 
moisture, it finds a home next to Coral Bells, columbines, 
and sedges. The unusual blossoms are a standout on this 
one, with many nodding tubular blooms arising from a single 
point on the stem. Fully tolerant of garden conditions, it is 
easy to cultivate, readily tolerating partial shade and garden 
soil. As do all penstemons, it attracts hummingbirds with its 
tight clusters of blossoms, which appear in late spring to 
summer atop 2’stems. A beautiful, colorful addition to 
partially shaded areas of the garden. 


